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Dust Blankets
East Perth

Vigorous protests are being made by East Perth
residents at the nuisance they say is caused by ash
and dust from the East Perth power station.

At legst 1000 houses in a large area adjacent to

the power station are affected.

FEast Perth MLA H, E. Graham sald today that i{n a
course of a check he had made of the area he had recelved
complaints that:
® Llving conditlons were fast becoming unbearable.

4 Washing days were proving large a waste of time
because no sooner were newly-washed clothes put on the
lines than they became solled agaln with soot and ash.

® Inside houses a fine layer of dust quickly settied on beds,
newly-polished floors and furniture.

® Beds In sleepouts had to be covered with paper or old
sheets to protect bedeovers.

® In certaln parts people could not lle on lawns without
Eetting dust on their clothing.

People feared posslble effects on thelr health in the dust
laden atmosphere.

Mr, Graham sald foday that the trouble had probably been
aggravated by the recent spell of hot weather and the pre-
vailing easterly winds which drove ash over the residentlal
part oﬂi-;the district Instead of allowing it to settle on the
river flats,

Sald he: "The trouble has been accentuated by the poor
quality coal consumed recently at the East Perth power
station. ‘The chimney at the more modern sectlon of the
station has a device which causes most of the ash to pre-
cipitate within the chimney.

“But the five chimneys of the older portion of the station
are not filted with such safeguards. This older portion is
operating constantly under full pressure because of the
high dermand for power.,

Mr. Graham said he had urged the State Electricity Com-
mission 1o take steps without delay to alleviate the nuisance.

He had been told that, while the SEC appreciates the
hal'dﬂl?lps that many East Perth people were enduring,
remedial measures were far from easy. The SEC had said
that the new South Fremantle power station would be in
operation before remedial devices could be manufactured
and installed on the chimneys at East Perth.

. “East Perth residents can have the satisfactlon of know-
ing that the worst period has passzed and that they will not
have to put up with the nuis-|'have o put up with the nuis-|
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have to put up with the nuis-
ance next summer. By that
time, it can reasonably be
anticipated, the South Fre-
mantle power station will be
functioning,” said Mr. Gra-
ham,
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Premier Says Bank Keeps
Ashes Out Of Swan Hiver

Pollution of the Swan River by ash from East Perth
Power House has been largely overcome, according to
Premier McLarty. ‘

Writing in answer to gues
tions on the subject from East|
Perth Councillor F. D. Book,
he said that a bank had been|
thrown across the area being/
reclaimed there, '

This increased the *'pond-
ing"” eilfect and ensured
settlement of the ashes inside|
the "ponding.”

The water flowing into the
river near the bathing shed
was now clear and free from
ashes, the Premier said.

When pumping on to this
area had been completed, the
ashes would be bulldozed to
form a level surface. It was
expected that the filling in|
would be completed in about|
three months, after which|
filling in on the south side of!
the power house would begin. |

The dust menacé at East
Perth arising from the power
house would ease considerably
when South Fremantle Power
Station came Into operation,
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MLA Wants Light
On Our Power

North-East Fremantle MLA Tonkin today asked
Electricity Minister Doney to enlighten people on the
South Fremantile power station position.

He said that the public was entitled to know whether
the power station would be operating this winter and

if they would have to prepare for possible power cuts.

Reliable information indicated that there would be no re-
lief from power cuts this winter, said Mr. Tonkin.

Power from the new South Fremantle station would not
be a;faiiahle at the earliest untll after winter, he under-
stood.

Electricity Minister Doney must be In a position to make
a definite statement on this point. In the public interest
i:_‘hat sitatment should be made immediately by him or by the

remier.

It should not be left until after the election when it would
be too late for many people to make necessary preparations.
Traders were entitled to know the true position so that

they could order lamps and candles to meet public de-
mands.

Those who depended upon power supplies for industrial
purposes needed to know what to do about the installation
of auxiliary power plants to enable them to meet power
shortages. =

The Government'’s difficulty in announcing a precise date
was recognised, but it must surely be able to say whether
such date would be after the winter or not.

People did not want a repetition of what happened last
year when the supply of lamps and candles ran.out and
people were left to grope in the dark, said Mr. Tonkin.
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Load To Be
Shared

HE new South Freman-

tle power station was
scheduled to relieve East
Perth power station of pari
of the next winter load,
Works Minister Brand sald
in the Legisiative As-
sembly.

Replying to East Perth
Me r Graham, he sald
that sectlons of the plant
which had passed the con-
struction stage were being
checked and tested.

It was impossible to no-
minate an approximate
opening date for the new
station because at the mo-
ment the work there was
of an indefinite nature.
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ELECTRICITY
NEEDS

Englishman To Meet
The Premier

Before the new Sowh Fre-
mantle power station was com-
pleted it would be necessary to
mh: ns for dnother llnlm

rth. said Mr. G. R. T,
Tlﬂl‘ll‘. chairman of :ﬁrnclm
of the Internutional Combus-

Imik:r-m.lkm: firms in England,
when be reached Fremantle in
the Orontes yesterday.
er Sstation was almaost
out-ol-date  belore it wan  built,
said Mr., Taylor. In this era,
when every country was short of
power, it was necessary to plan
well ahead. Electricity was the
base for all industries and for the
E aod.“ of a munt?v His firm
supplicd boilers for the South
Fremantle station
While in Perth, Mr, Ta will
confer with the Premier (Mr. Mc-
Larty) and senior State Govern-
meni officers. He was Iast in this
Stale 1wo years ago.
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NEW POWER STATION
Though the South Fremantle
power station was officially
opened on Wednesday with the
first of its four units already
working and the sccond. in
terms of months, not far from
completion, it was emphasised
by speakers that the Perth
metropolitan area is not yet out
of danger. Assurances were

given, however, that the State
Electricity Commussion s on
the move with the firm inten-
tion of getting itself ahead. and
keeping itself ahead, of “public
demand for power. with an ade-
quate margin of safety. There
was comfort in the announce-
ment that all the essentinl plant
for the completion of the South
Fremantle siation 1o a generat-
ing capacity of 100.000 Ekilo-
wilts is in hand so that work
can go forward sieadily on that
project. That alone will give
the metropolitan area almost
double the power potential of
the existing East Perth power
house which is to be re-
equipped with two new 25.000
kilowatt turbo-alternators.

When newspapers are neces-
sarily so charged as they have
been in recent years with re-
ports of industrial upheavals
and limited output, it was re-
freshing on Wednesday to be
17d how well everyone con
nected with the South Fre
mantle undertaking had co-
operated to bring it into pro-
duction with the least possible
delay. It is good that such
tributes should be earned—and
paid. Essentinl works like the
South Fremantle power house
should be outside the arenu of
party politics and it was gratify-
ing to hear the present Minis-
ter for Electricity (Mr, Brand),
who performed the opening
ceremony, pay generous tribute
to the Deputy-Leader of the
Labour Opposition (Mr.
Hawke) for the part he nlaved
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B TREPLILEN L LALE 1 ] LNl
Hawke) for the part he played
in initiating the project. When
the current electricity pro-
gramme for city and country is
completed all political purties
in the State will be able to
claim—and justly claim—a
share of credit for a wvery
worth-while achievement.

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article48978069




H the breakdown in the big
machine is serious it might be
some time before full supplies
of power are again available 1o
the metropolitan area.

In the meantime, users of light |

and have been asked to |
|exercise the grealest possible
| economy.

| Even if the machine is out of
commission for some time, the
efiect on metropolitan

|severc as was the case when |
previous
Some from the new |
South Fremantle power station
—which produces .'!ﬂ cle cur-
renl—can be converted for use
on the Perth and suburban
system.

The chairman of the State
Electricity Commission  (Mr.
R. J. Dumas) said last night
that if consumers would assist
the commission as they had
done previously by exercising

the utmost economy in the use
of power, and if industrial
establishments with  stand-by
sels would rate these as

much as possible, it was hwoﬁ.ed
to get through the period

the No. 6 generalor was unde
repair with a minimum of m-
convenience to the public.

Emergency

Mr. Dumas said that it would
not be known what was wrong
with the generator until it had

L eooled down and tests had been
made,

It wus that the
insulation on of moré coily
in the stator broken down

If this was the case, the mach-
ine would be off load for at
least a week and possibly
longer, depending on the er-
tent of the trouble,

_Some time ago, he said, plans
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power supply to
| supplies will not be nearly so | Chamberlain

' though

Some time ago, he said, plnm
had been Er:puﬂd for an emer-
gency suc this so thay dis-
turbunce to houscholders and
industry could be reduced to a
minimum,

' Change-Over
As sponm as  the No
2 turbo-alternator was com-

pleted at South Fremantle, the
to Hadfields Ltd. and
Industries Ltd.

was changed over to 50 cycles.

occurred. | In addition, the change-over

| in South Perth had advanced to
such a degree that about 2,000
houses would go on to 50-cycle
electricity from next Saturday

| morning

Durtnl the past 12 months, he
said, the demand for clectrilzlt}'
had increased to a greal extenl.

As a result despite the trans-
fer of load to 50 cycle fre-
quency, the remaining mach-
ines at East Perth, together with
the output from the 25,000 kilo-
walt !re#umcy changer from
South remantle, would not
quite be able to meet the de-
mand,

r South Fremantle

Mr. Dumas explained that al-
the South Fremantle
power slalion was now jgeoer
ating its 50,000 kilowatts on a
50 cycle frequency, that power
could only be used up to the
capacily of the 25,000 kilowatt
freguency changer, Ivu;r.'lhl::
with the 50 cyecle consumption
by Hadfields Ltd., Chamberlain
Industries Lid. nm'l the 2,000
houses in South Perth.

As the change-over to 50
cycles was extended, the load
on the South Fremantle power
station could be increased and
the load on the East Perth
power station relieved in emerg-
ency cases such as existed at
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- POWET S1allon TEHEYED 1IN ¢cmerg-

POWER BREAKDOWN
AT EAST PERTH

Electric power throughout the metropolitan area
was cut off suddenly about 5.40 p.m. yesterday when
the No. 6 25,000 Mlowatt turbo-generator at the East
Perth power station broke down. Restricled supplies
.of power were restored later in the evening.

ency cases such as exisled ot

present.
Mr. Dumas said thal the
25000  kilownit nerator ol

East Perth was installed in 1938
and had run almost every day
since then without a major
overhaul, other than the repair-
ing of actual parts which had

broken down from time to
Lime.
It was intended that both

the clectrical and sleam sec-
tions of the machine would be
:nmpll.‘lﬂll'_{l overhbauled nexl|
January, by which time it was!
expectea that enough consume
ers would be changed over to
50 cvele frequency to  allow |
this job 1o be done,
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l A FAULT HERE BRINGS POWER CUTS AGAIN

State Eleciricity Commisslon
men working yesierday on the
dismaniling of the ﬁmucr
changer a! the East
power alation in 'hlu:h a
fault developed early yester-
day moming. plunging Perlh
in darkness during an elect
rical siorm. The laull prevents
the 50-cycle eleciriclty ifrom
the South Fremanile power
siglion being converied o 40-
cycle UIrequency. which is
used throughout mast of the
metropolian area.

National Library of Australia

EGG BOARD HEAD'S
REMOVAL SOUGHT

Motions seeking removal from office of the
chairmon of the Egg Marketing Board (Mr. C. L.
Harvey) ond legislation giving producer majority
represeniation on the board were agreed to by a
meeting of pouliry farmers al Armadale last night.

| The motions will be presented
A vmad Randit

ftoa special meeting of the exe-
| cutive council of the Pouliry

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article49003322
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POWER CUTS BEGIN
IN SHOPS TODAY

Repair Of Big Machine
Requires Five Weeks

Power restriclions, which will last for five weeks,
will begin in the metropolitan area at 8 a.m. today
for commercial premises and shops because of the
mechanical breakdown at the South Fremantle
power station.

The general manager of the State Electricily
Commission (Mr. F. C. Edmondson), who an-
nounced this last night, appealed to the public
to economise in the use of power to avoid blackouls.

Repairs to the No. 2
25,000 kilowatt turbo-
alternator at the power
station would take ap-
proximately five weeks,
Mr. Edmondson said.

Dhuaring that time, he said, the
whole of the metropolitan area
would be affected.

The South  Fremontle power
siation was ted 1o the East Perth
power stution by the (requency
changer and the (wo  stations
acted as one

Therefore his appeal for eco-
nomy applied (o all  consumers
who drew power from either of
these stations.

Mr, Edmondson said that it
would be necessary from 8 a.m.
to § pm., Monday to Friday,
for commercia! premises nand
Shops to reduce their lighting
by one-third and o refrain from
using window Lighting and neon
signs.

Auxiliary Plants

Mr. Edmondson requested all
who had ausilary plants to run
them from § a.m. (o 5 p.m. on
weckduys

Large clectric furnaces would
!w run al night 1o ease the day

National Library of Australia

be run at night 1w ease the day
load, he suid.

At night-time the load could
be carnied by the available ma-
chines, but i might be necessury
to switch off street lighting in the
early evening.

The public had always respond-
ed well 10 requests in the past.

If business men, manufactur-
ers, hovscholders and the public
generully all helped by reducing
their use of power in the day-
time on weekdays, there would
be little need for the SEC. o
switch-off power.

Five Months

Mr. Edmondson suid that the
big machine fuiled carly on Sat-
arday morning when it was be-
ing “run up” according o the
maker's instructions and under
guaranice.

The turbo-alternstor had been
installed ot the power station for
only five months,

Engincers had hod to walt for
the machine to cool down before
they could open it up yesterday
to  ascertain the palure of the
trouble.

Mr. Edmondson said that sec-
tion A ot the power statiom—the
part now operaling-—cconsisted
of two machines. each of 25,000

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article49015922
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PRIT W OPC AL — U Sey
of two mpchines, each of 25,000
kilownaits,

The machine which had failed
was No, 2 of section A,

Ultimately, two extra machines
would be mstalled and  they
would be Nos, 3 and 4 of sec-
Lion B.
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POWER RESTRICTIONS AGAIN
IN PERTH

Mechanical

Breakdown at South

Fremantle

Perth, Feb. 17.—Fower restrictions which will last for
five weeks will begin in the melropolitan area st § a.m.
to-morrow for commercial premises and shops because of
a mechanical breakdown at the South Fremantle power

slation,

The general manager of the State Electricity Com-
mission, Mr. F. . Edmondson, who announced this to-
pight, appealed to the public to economise in the use of

power to aveid blackouis,

Repairs w0 the No. 2 25.000
kilowatt turbo-alternator at
the power station would take
approximately five weeks, Mr,
Edmondson said. During that
time, he said the whole ol
the metropolitan area would
be affected.

The South Premantle power
stallon was tied to the East
Perthh power station by the
(requency changer and the
two stations acted az one
Therefore his appeal for
economy applied to all con-
sumers who drew power [rom
either of Lhese stalions.

One Third Reduction

Mr. Edmondson said that
it would be necessary from B
am Lo 5 pm. Monday to Fri-
day for commercial premises
amgl shops to reduce their
lighting by one third and to
refran irom using window
lighting and neon signs.

Mr. Edmondson requested
all who had auiliary plants
to run them from 8 a.m. to 5
pm on week days. Large
electric furnaces would run
at night to ease the day load
ey ¥ A

Al night time the load
could be CarTled by the avail-
able machines, but it might
:Er M;ﬁ to switch off

T dghte in ¢
o _ g in the early

Falled During “Run-Up”

Mr,‘ Edmondson said 'ﬂﬂl
the big machine failed early
veslerday morning when it
WAS being “run-up” accordine

National Library of Australia

JeosTLLAy  UUIIMNE When it
WS being “run-up” according
lo the makers' instructions,
and under guarantee. The
turbo-alternator had been {n-
stalled at the power station
for anly five moantis,

Engineers had to walt for
Ihe machine to cool down be
fore they could open it up to-
day to ascertaln the nature of
the trouble

Mr, Edmondson said that
sectioh A at the power glation
=—tie part now operating—
consisted of two machines,
each 25000 kilowatts

The maching which had
[ailed was No, 2 of section A,
Ultimately two extra machines
would be installed apnd they
would be Nos, 3 and 4 of
section B,

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article256854902



NO WEEKEND
CUTS IN
ELECTRICITY

Power resirictions. which were
operating between 8 am. and §
p.m. on weckdavs, would not be
necessary  at  the weekend, the

merul mannger of the Siate

Jectricity Commission  (Mr,
F. C. Edmondson) snid yester-
duy,

This was possible becuause fac-
tories and business premises
would not be using power on
Saturday and Sunday, he con-
tinued.
| There was no need to switch

off yesterday becuuse of the ex-
;.:Fllcnt cooperation of the pub-

IC.

However, it was necessary for
business premises to reduce their
lighting by two-thirds and re-
frain from vsing window light-
ing and neon signs between 8
am. and 5 p.m. from Monday
to Friday.

These cuts were expected to
Iast for 31 weeks umil the No
2 25,000 kilowatt turbo-alterna.
tor at the South Fremantle
power stution wis repaired
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Change-Over
In Electricity
At Fremantle

Work had alrendy started !n|
wapplying Freomantle consumers
with Sthcycle electricity from the
south Fremaontle power station,
the Minister for | ocal Govern

ment (Mr. Donev) told Mr.|
Sleemnn (Lab., Fremantle) in
the 1 egislutive Assembly yester
day i
Aboit 1. 400 constimers pre
[ miwes had already received the

‘chonge-over from 4 oycles.
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house.

this were explained (o the Perth
division of the Instituion of
Engimeers (n a paper presented
last mi
n the Commission (Mr,
s T chargs o the kvt
ecr u;: i w

office (Mr. C. G. Carter).

To counter l]u fire danger the
conl store iv enclosed by a 101
high retaining wall which de-
nies winds access to the sides
of the stockpile.

The coal, being stacked
bulldozer, 'is
pacted and
tection of the eflectively
prevents air circulation in the
interior of the pile and inhibits
the outbreak of fire,

Pipn

At intervals, wertical
t}hrmnmem

led 1o the interior of the stoc
pile into which

may be loy for iemperature
abservation,

Transmission Lines

Four iransmission lines will
connect the South Fremanile
power station 1o the East Perth
power station. These [lollow
:wu WIMM duplicate
ine ] in operation
nnd the second under consiruc-

'l'l'le existing line sists of
lhlpllcltl.' circuits cﬁtﬂhd m:

siructures
I! mllu 1o Rivervale, where 1h:.-
overhead séction terminal ht
remaining 24 m'lmnlu the
Perth power siat hl‘il'l.l :I.T
ried out in oil-flled cable.

The use of underground cable
was dictated bj the necessity lo
brlng“ 'l.hmuﬂl B hnv—

Ilt u area on
uf Perth :nd by lhe
job inn of the Civil Aviation

|| Department to tall supporting

I structures near the ylands
aercdrome,

| Construction of the Soulh
Fremanile station  involved,

: other th the pl
Hl r things, placing

of concrete and

the running of 320 core miles

National Library of Australia

Engineers Solve|
Power Problem |

Spontaneous combustion tendencies of Collie
coal under longlerm storage conditions have)
been overcome by the State Electricity
Commission at the South Fremanmile power!

Special measures (0 achieve [

t by the general man- |

-RHI'mef

N SAFARRTYUS. O DONereic an
the running of 320 core miles
of cable. About 7.000 tons of
steel sections have been fabri-
cated into buildings, steelworks,
bunkers, chutes and chimneys,

Uncertainties

Much time and energy was
expended to obtain scarce vital |
mltcnlli and tqgipml ShtLp
P dﬂm and uncertainbies

dzd difficulties.

The paper deall with the civil,
structural, mechanical aspects
of the imlun which came inio
operation in March last year,

A section of the paper cover-
iu output showed that genera-

tion af electricity by the State
Government began in 1918,
creased from

| Units generated
140 ﬁ.-il}‘;' kilowait hours in
J1918 o 152.210960 kwh in

1942 and 327,738,600 k.wh. in
1951-52. Until the South Fre-
mantle station began operations
the entire burden fell on the
East Perth station.

The cight water tube boilers
of the new station are designed
for maximum evaporation with
aliernative firing ecither from
pulverised coal or oil fuel

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article49060471



LOCAL COAL
FOR POWER
SHOWS RISE

The State Electricity Commis-
sion's consumption of Collie
coal now averages about 7,500
tons a week.

The Minister for Works (Mr.
Tonkin) told this to Mr. North
(LCL., Claremont}) in the
Legislative Assembly yesterday.

By 1958, be said, it was esti-
mated that the consumption
would have increased to between
10,000 and 12,000 tons a week.

These  estimates, however,
miust be treated with reserve.
ﬂfmt production al thed Cl;-:ll“ia

at present aver about

19,000 tons & week. > |

The South Fremantle power
station had installed alternative
connections for oil-burnin

Fquipment was also available
at the EFast Perth power station
for a rapid change-over if re-
guired. |
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Power Failure

At Mandurah

MANDURAH. Thurs.—Man-
durah and the surrounding arcas
were blacked out tonight when!
the electricity supply failed.

l'he disruption was caused by

high-tension  fault between
lnnhn;hlm and Mandurah.
State Electricity Commission
mroﬂﬁ went oul to locate the

Mandurah has been supplied
with from the Sou
mantle power station since last
December,
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Fumes Pest

'Not Expected

From Kwinana

After the initial test period,
the discharge from the smoke-
stacks at Kwinana would mnot
cause a dust or fume nuisance.

The Minister for Works
{Mr, Tonkin) told Mr. Law-
rence (Lab., South Fremanile)
this in the Legislative Assembly
vesterday.

Mr. Tonkin said that at
times there was a dust nuisance
caused by the smokestacks of
the South Fremanile power
station,

This was brought about by
the precipitalors—which were
still under the contractors’ con-
trol—being taken out of action
for adjustment.

It was expected that the con-
tractors would complete the
work within three or four

months.

The precipitators at the
power station were the most
modern snd the best means of
eliminating the dust puisance.

National Library of Australia
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} State Guards Againsl:_ Blg

Insurance Loss

If the South Fremantle power station. which is
insured for £5.700.000, were destroyed. the State
Government Insurance Office would have to pay enly

£25,000.

The Chief Secretary (Mr.
Fraser) said this in the Legis-
lative Council yesterday.

He wus replying to the second-
reading debate on the State
Government Insurance Oifice
Act Amendment Bill, which the
House later rejected.

Mr. Fraser said that as a re-
sult of reinsurance with other
organisations, the State office
would not be financially embar-
rassed if catastrophes destroved
mr::; of the buildings it had in-
sured,

Winthrop Hall at the Univer-
sity was insured for £1,315,
000, but the office's share in the
risk was £ 10,000,

The destruction of the Royal
Perth Hospitnl, which wax in-
sured for £1,279,750, would
cost the office only £25,000.

In & recent £8,618 claim for
damages to the State ship Koo-
linda, the

by the State office was £862.

“Pressure”

Mr. Fraser said that the mem-
bers of the Underwriters'
Association would not be in the
least perturbed if the Bill were
passed.

An extension of the office's
activities would benefit the
mte. gnﬂgﬂbﬂiﬂhﬁ that uli:di-
and 1 generally.
It could only be assumed that
considerable
the Bill had been
bear on the association bud-
ies like the Chamber of Com-
merce and the Chamber of
Manufactures,
e g o
ow parents (o
sure their children inst acci-
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sure their children
dent &t school for 3/6 a child,
with n» maximum of 10/6 a
family, would not have been

possi
More than lu,om p-.mm of

children :mndg:

were now obtaining an nlg

insurance cover for thei -b:uhM

ren for a very low premium.
When the scheme was first

mooted, the rale quoted by the
tariff compnnies was prohibitive.

inst acci-

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article49879439



