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GET AUXILIARIES READY~
POWER HOUSE TROUBLE

' Mechanical trouble occurred to the second 25,000 k.w. machinc
ot South Fremantle power station when it wos running up eorly

'yesterday.

State  Electricity  Com-
mission gencral manager
and chief engineer F. (.
Edmondson sald ihis last
night,

The machine was belng
run to the Instructions of
and under the suarnntee
laf the contractors

Mr. Edmondson satd the
machine wns being open-
ed up and, because of the
heat, this work hod 10
proceed gradually, Nature
¢f the trouble will not be
[known unti]l today

Mr. Edmondson reqguest
ed that all who had aux-
ilinrie hotuld pul 1 hcels
tHants in order to run b

' ] i.Im “'11 & i1
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POWER MACHINES
DISCLOSURE

Position Regarded As
Serious By S.E.C.

The mechanical breakdown in the No. 2 25,000
kilowatt turbo-allernator at South Fremantle
power station, which has necessitated power culs
in the metropolitan area, is similar to one which
occurred in the No. 1 machine last May.

The Minister for Eleetricity (Mr. Brand), who
disclosed this last night, said it was a tragedy that
so early in their life these two machines should

have suffered such serious breakdowns.

The State FElectricity
Commission, he said, re-
garded the position so
seriously that it was
advising the contractors
that it would look to
them to meet all costs
incurred.

It would also expect the con-
tractors to take “exceplional”
steps to bring the turbo-allerna-
tor now out of order, back into
operation again in the shortest |
possibls time.

Mr. Brand said that he had re-
ceived a report from the gene-
ral manager of the S.E.C. (Mr.
F. C. Edmondson) on the break-
down to the No, 2 25,000 kilo-
wall turbo-alternator at  the
South Fremantle power house.

It was now evident, he con-
tinued, that the high pressure
spindle had been distoried in @
similar manner (0 the occur-

rence in the No. | turbo-alter-
nator last May.
Following that occurrence, Mr.

Brand said, the spindles from
Nos. 1 and 2 Iuihr_nil'c_rnalqrsi

National Library of Australia

Nos. 1 and 2 turbo-alternators |
were returned to England under
the instructions of the contrac-
tors,

Transferred

The spindles from Nos, 1 and
4 machines, which were awailing
erection in B stalion nt South
Fremantle, were transferned into
Nos, 1 and 2 machines. '

In each case, Mr. Brand con-
tinued, the machines were still
in the “maintenance” period and
were therefore completely under
the starting, running and main-
tenance instructions of the con-
traclors—the
pany.

The procedure laid down by
the compuny for operation of the
turbo-alternalors had been rigid-
Iy adhered to.

Mr. Brand said that full pres-
sure was bei maintained on
the wﬂhnulvanfthe No. 6 25,000-
kilowatt alternator ot the Fast
Perth power station, but it would
be some wecks yet before this
was ready,

This mechine went out of
action on November 28 last vear
:hm a short circuit set fire lo

supplying com-

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article49016100
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TASWES B ELARTE N R R RN TR LIE N WA MOUTS OT 1&ST eVenIng 1o [urm au

it. street Ii:};h on, Mr. Edmondson
[ continued.
Elplﬂﬂﬂflﬂﬂ The thanks of the public were

Mr. Edmondson in his report | | specially due to those who had

o Mr., Brand explained that Orﬂ'ltﬂd their own auxiliary
until the No. 2 1urhu-u]lemumr| plants, he added.
—which broke down early on |
Suturday morning—had "been
dismantled it was not possible
to state definitely the cause of
the trouble.

Earlier, Mr. Edmondson  had
announced that repairs to the
machine would take five weeks
and that in that tme yower re-
strictions for commercial pre-
mises and shops would operate.
The machine had failed when
it was being run up accordin
to the maker's instructions a
under guarantee preparalory (o
being put on load after being
shul down the previous evening.
It had been operating for five
months in the A station at South
Fremantle.

Last night Mr. Edmondson
sald that his request for eco-
nomy in the use of power had
been responded to  excellently
yvesterday.

No Switch-Off

C tion had been so good,
liw 8 1 thnir;:técre E_aras nﬂls‘:] itch-
ng-off by 1 E.C.al ring
the day,

However, Mr. Edmondson
pointed out that Tuesday norm-
ally produced the heaviest draw
on power in the week, and he

:Pm.ledfuncmumylnlhemu
He specially asked housewi
3 y asked housewives
hﬂtmaknnln;inﬂpmihh

| between noon and 1 p.m., when
the factory load was off,
after 5 p.m.

Shops, commercial and busi-
ness  premises should reduce
their lighting by two-thirds and
refrain from ysing window-light-
ing and neon signs between 8
a.m. and 5 pm. from Monday
o Fridar

It would be a great help, he
said, if market gardeners did the
bulk of their pumping before 8
a.m. and after § p.m.

It was possible in the earl
hours of last evening to turn all
street lights on. Mr. Edmondson
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SOUTH FREMANTLE POWER
STATION BREAKDOWN

Similar to Earlier Trouble in
Other Machine

Perth, Feb. 18.—The mechanical breakdown in the Ne.
2 25000 kilowait turbo-altermator at South Fremantle
power station which has necessitated power cuts in the
metropelitan aren s similar to one which occurred in the

No. 1 machine last May.

The Minister for Electricity, Mr, Brand, who disclosed
this to-night, said it was a tragedy that so early in Lheir
life these iwo machines should have suffered such serious

breakdowns.

The State Eleetricity Com-
mission, he zald regarded the
position so seriously that it
was advising all contractors
that it would look to them o
meel al]l costs Incurred.

It would also expect the
contractors to take ‘excep-
tional® steps to bring the
lurbo-alternator now out of
order back intp operation
again |n the shortest possible
Lime.

Mr. Brangd said that he had
received a report from the
general manager of theS8.EC,,

Mr. F. D. Edmonson, on the
breakdown Lo the No. 2 25,000

kilowatt turbo-alternator at
Lthe Bouth
house,

It was now evident, he con-

tinued, that the high pressure |
epindle had been distorted in

& eimilay manner to the oc-
currénce in the Mo 1 turbo-
alternator Jast May.

Following that oceurrence,
Mr, Brand said, the spindies
from Nos. 1 angd 2 turbo-alter.
nators were returned to Eng-
land under the instructions of
the contractors, The spindles
from Nos. 3 and 4 machines
which were awaiting erection
in B station at Bouth Fre-
mantle were transferred into
Nos, 1 and 2 machines.

In eaenh case, Mr. Brand
continued, the machines were
still I the “maintenance’
period and were, therefore,
completely under the starting,
running and maintenance in-
structions of the contractors
—the supplvine rombanv. The

National Library of Australia

Fremantle power'

SLTUCLIONE O] LNpe CONITACLOLS
—the supplying company. Tie
procedure laid down by the
company foy operation of the
turbo-alternators had been
rigidly adhered to.

Overhaul of East Perth
Machina

Mr. Brand sald that full
pressure was being maintain-
#d on the overhiaul of the No
6 25,000 kilowartt glternator at
the East Perth power station
but it would be some weeks
vet before this was ready.

This machine went out of
action on November 28 last
vear when a short circuit set
fire to it,

Mr. Edmondson in his re-
port to Mr, Brand explained
that untl] the No, 2 turbo-al-
ternator—which broke down

early on Satunday morning—

had been dismantled, jt was

not possible to state definitely |

the cause of the trouble,
Earlier Mr. Edmondson had
announced that repairs to the
machine would take five
weeks ang that jn that (ime
Power restrictions for com-
mercial premises and shops
would operate.
The machine had failed
when it was being run up ac-
cording to the makers in-
structions and under guaran-
Lee preparatory o being shut

down the previous evening. It/

had been operating for five
months in the A stallon at
South Fremantle.

G:ﬂud_lll.eﬁponie ia Hequesi

- Ealeas o Bl
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(Good Response {o Request

To-night Mr,
said thal his request for eco-
nomy in the use of power had
|hem responded to excellently
Lo-day. Co-operation had heen
80 good, he =ald. that there
was nho swiiching off by the
8.EC. at all during the day.

However, Mr. Edmondson
pointed out that Tuesday por-
mally produced the heaviest
draw of power n the week
and he appealed for economy
in the use of power,

Edmondson |
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‘| State
{ Mr.

’ | that it was now ex

NEW POWER SPINDLE
COMING BY AIR

A replacement spindle for the No. 2 25,000 kilowatt
turbo-alternator at the South Fremantle power siation,
which broke down on Saturday, is being flown to
Perth from England immediately.

r of the

The general mana o
"ommiission

Electricity

F. C. Edmondson), who
announced this last night. said
ted that
the machine would back on
load in about 31 weeks.

In the meantime the power cuts

' | which were announced on Mon-
I’ dnﬂ would continue.

5, cummcn:ml and busi-
ness  premises should reduce
their lighting by two-thirds and
refrain  from wsing window-
lighting and neon signs  be-
tween 8 am. and 5 p.m., Mon-
da Hy 1o Friday.

¢ had h-nen informed by the
Perth representative of the
makers of the machine that the

| replacement s erndle was being

fown out that it was ex-
ted that the machine would
ready for service again by
about the middle of March.
Power cuts in the metropolitan
area were originally expected to
last for five weeks, but the de-
cision to fly out the spindle
would speed up repairs.

“Cooperating”

M. Edmondson said that the
puwic was still  cooperating
Weill.

Because of this, there had been

| no need yet to switch anyone off,

He thanked particularly Eﬂpl#
using auxiliary plants, w

their public spirit had I:H:Ipl:d
the general pmutmn

Until No. 25,000-kilowatt
mrbp-a]ln-mamr came back into
service again there was still need
to reduce the load between 8
E.m, and § p.m., Monday to Fri-
ay.

This was because the No. 1
25,000-kilowatt  turbo-alterna-
tor at the South Fremantle
power station and the machines
at East Perth power station,

which were fed in s onc

"‘Il"-’\:lli'll"l ll"lﬂ F'P\-J'IIIJI'I\H'IJ ﬁ'\-'l.ll.ﬂ'l\f

National Library of Australia

which were fed in ns
through the frequency ch:m
were insufficient 1o meet the
time demand,

The power cuts became neces-
sary early last Saturday morn-
in when the high-pressure
spindle was distorled in the No.
2 machine,

The same failure occurred in
the No. 1 machine last May.

Dﬂl‘:

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article49016309
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REPAIRS TO ALTERNATOR AT
SOUTH FREMANTLE
New Spindle Being Flown Out
From England

Perih, Feb, 19.—A replacement spindle for the No. 2
25000 kilowatt turbo-aliernator at the Bouith Fremantle

o tely
The reneral manager of the State Electricily Commis-
Mr. F. C. Edmendson, who announced this to-night,
that it was now expecied that Lhe machine would be
on load in abowi three and a half weeks.
sure spindle was distorted in
In %mt’m 1y Pk the No. 2 machine The same
Monday would continue. [llure occurred in the No. 1
He had been informed by the last May.
Perth representatives of the =S
makers of the machine that
the replacement spindle was
being flown out and that it was
ted that the machine
be ready for service
again by about the middle of
March,

Power outs in the metro-
politan ares were originally
to last for five weeks

E

Mr. Edmundson said that
the public was still co-operat-
ing well. Because of this there
had been no need yet to switch
anyone off. He thanked par-

ines at the East Perth power
station, which were fed in as
one through the frequency
changer, were insufficient to
meet the daytime demand.
The power cuts became
necessary early last Saturday
morning when the high-pres-
sure spindle was distorted in

Fhha Wa  ssaabims ke coe o

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article256855421
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UNCERTAINTY ABOUT

BIG GENERATOR

There was no guarantee that the No. 1 25,000
kilowatt turbo-allernator at the South Fremantle
power station would fiot go out of action soon. the
Minister for Works (Mr, Brand) said in the Legislative

Assembly last night.

Mr. Brand was replving (o ser-
ies of guestions asked by Mr.
Sleeman {Lab., Fremantle) re-
Et‘dins the breakdown of  the

o5. 1 and 2 machines at South
Fremantle,

The spindle in the No. 1 ma-
chine failed vear and  the
spindle in No. 2 machine
failed carliet this month,

Mr. Brand suid that Metropoli-
tan-Vickers—the muker of the
25.000 kilowatt turbo-alterna-
tors—had advised that it was
sending one of its leading execu-
tives from England to make an
investigation of the breakdowns.

Action was being taken by the
State Electricity Commission,
he said, to safeguard the general
interests of the public in order
to distribute equitably the elec-
tricity that was available.

Spindles

Mr. Brand told Mr. Sieeman
that he remembered saying on
July 14 last year that the spindle
in the No. | machine was found
to have a roughness when the
machine reached 1,400 r.p.m.

He nlse remembered uying
that the spindles from Nos.
and 4 machines—which were
waiting to be installed—were to
be changed over to Nos. 1 and 2
machines and that the spindles
from Nos. 1 and 2 machines
were to be sent back to England
to be re-treated.

When asked whether he would
make a general staiement to
allay any anxiety on the part of
the public, Mr. Brand said that
he had already made one.

He wished to thank the public
for its cooperation during the
present power restrictions.

Mr. Brand said that he was
aware that, although the spin-
dies had been changed in the
machimes, the one in No, 2 had

FPocaon il b e s mimiin B

National Library of Australia

machines, the one in No. 2 had
now been. found to be distorted.

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article49017521



Power Spindle
Arrives
In Aircraft

The replacement spindle for the
No. 2 25000-kilowatt turbo-
alternator al the South Freman-
tle power station was due to
arrive at the Guildford air
early this morning in a Mac-
Robertson-Miller DC3 freighter
aircraft after having been flown
from England.

The plane was due at Guildford
about 4 o'clock this morning.

The 2i-ton spindle in a crate
121t. long and 3ft. 6in, wide was
the only freight it carried on its
flight from Darwin to Perth via
Port Hedland.

The original intention was to

mk up other freight on the wav,

s0 much time was taken up

in loading the spindle at Darwin

that it was decided to fly to
Perth as quickly as possible,

The Qantas freighter carrying
the spindle arrived at Darwin
from England yesterday morn-
ing and it took two hours to
unload Me part.

With the aid of cranes, tractors
and threaded in and owt
of the DC3, the MacRobertson-
Miller Darwin staff struggled for

hours to get the 5617lb.
dle into the aircrafi.

task was completed at 3
pm. and the pline took ofl
shortly afterwards for Perth.
The turbo-alternator broke
down on February 17.

National Library of Australia
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ISPINDLE FORPOWER ST A T!ON'
GENERATOR ARRIVES
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a new snindle for the No. 2 28 DR bilscoail  daebunaliae
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25,000 kilowail turbo-alter-
nator of the South Fremantle
power siation arvived aof
Guildford uirpori about 4
am. vesterday,

The crate containing the

spindle is shown being man-
oeuvred from the aircraft.
Unloading took 24 hours.

The spindle, which weighy
2| 1ons, was lown from Eng-
land to Darwin and it was
there transferred o @
MacRoberison-Miller DC3
freighter for the final stage of
its journey.

[t was delivered to the South
Fremantle power  station
:]hurlly ufter 8 a.m. yester-

ay.

It is not known when the
job of installing the spindle
will be completed.

The Minister for Waorks
(Mr. Brand ) said he was very
pleased at the speed with
which the new part had been
sent Lo the State.

The general manager and
chief engineer of the State
Electricity Commission {Mr.
F. C. Edmondson) said:

“Great credit is due to the
contractors in Manchester,
the local agent in Perth and
the airline companies for get-
ting the spindle bere so
quickly.”

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article49018076
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NEW SPINDLE IS
NEARLY READY

The No. 2 25.000 kilowatt turbo-altemnator at'
the South Fremantle power station may get a
“trial run” with ils new spindle this week.

Th pemeral  ranarer nnd
whel cngineer of The State Eieg.
triciy Commission (M, F, C.
Edmondson said vesterdny that
the wirrk of wmsalling the e
placement  spundle was  pro-
pressng well,

Rince the spindle mmived by
ir on Friday mosning fram the
English contractors.  he  said,
work had gone on continuously
vound the clock.

“Fach step in the work,” said
Mr. Edmondson, “has  been
carcfully  umd  methodically
done before  proceedhing  with
the next step.

“If the present rate of  pro-
gress continues, it should be
possible fo have o tnal run this
week."”

Appeal Renewed

Mr. Ddmondson  asked  that
those who were able w Jo so,
should continue 1w help by
running auxiliary power planis
bhetween ¥ a.m. ancd § pm.

He alsar psked shops and busi-
ness and commercinl houses 1o
reduce their lighting o one-
third and refrain  from  nsin
shop window  lighting &
tluminated signs  between B
nm. and 5 pan,

Murket gardeners were asked
to do the bulk of their  water
pumiping between those hours, |

- e e

| Mr. Edmondson sald that ths
| cooperation of the blic 1o
[ date had been so good that there
{had been no need for the come-
[ mission o resort o switching
| ol power or lighting.

| If all helped, he said, it would
|5n.ll be possible for the com-
| mission o refrain from incon-
lw;}nmn:mg people by switching
{off,

| —SETEES
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Power House Spindle
Has “Trial Run”

The No. 2 25.000 kilowatt turbo-alternator, which
has been out of action at the South Fremantle power
station since February 17, started a “trial run” at §

p.m. yesterday. g
The general manager and chief
engineer of the State Electricity
Commission (Mr. F. C. Ed-
mondson), who announced this
last might, said that by noon to-
day it should be possible to make
a statement regarding the re-|
storation of full power to the
metropolitan area. |
Since the new spindle arrived
on Friday moming work had!
on continuously to bring
the machine back on load. :

' The machine broke down when
it was being run up according to
the maker's instruclions and
under their guarantee. [t was
later announced that the spindle
had become distoried.

Since the No. 2 machine has
been out it has been necessary
for shops and business houses
to reduce their lighting by 1wo-
thirds and refrain from using
shop window-lighting and neon
signs between 8 a.m. and § p.m.
from Monday 1o Friday, .

National Library of Australia
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Alternator At
Fremantle
On Load Agai

The “wial run” of the No. 2
25,000-kilowatt  turbo-alterna-
tor at South Fremantle power!
station had been successful and
consumers could now return to
their normal uwse of eleciricity,
the general manager and chief
engineer of the State Electricity
Commission (Mr. F. C. Ed-
mondson) said vesterday.

The machine, which went out
of action when the spindle be-
came distorted on Febrary 17,
wus now running on load.

Mr. Edmondson sald that the
thanks of the public were due to
those people who had run their
auxilinry power planis and the
firms which used their electric
furnaces at night, and to every-
one who had cooperated by re-
ducing their use of power.

He described it as “a reaily fine
effort™ which had avoided the
inconvenience of switching off.
Greal credit, he continued, was
also due to the manufacturers
of the power machine in Man-
chester, the airline companies |
and the local representative of
the manufacturers for the quick
arrival of the replacement
spindle. |

Mr. Edmondson praised the|
manufacturers’ staff and S.E.C.|
employees who had worked
around the clock to get the
spindle installed so promptly. |
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FULL REPORT
SOUGHT ON
POWERBREAK

Reference to the recently dam-
aged spindle at the South  Fre-
mantle power station was made
by Mr. Sleeman (lLab.. Fre-
mantle) in the Legislutive As-
sembly last night.

He asked the Minister for Elee-
tricity (Mr. Brand) 1o see thal
the exact report mude by the
Metropolitan Vickers represent-
ative was given to the public.

No "whitewashing™ was want-
ed. said Mr. Sleeman.

Mr. Brand replied that it was
not his policy to “whitewash.”

He undertook to give all the
necessary information when it
became available.

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article49020421
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W.A. blackout

iy 800.080 gallons of peiro-
feum preducts, during »
breakdewn at Beulh Fre-
manile power station at 1.26
a.m. Y. |

The metropolilan area was |
blacked out for two hours.
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